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Core Standards 
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Objectives 

• Review resources for Stage 1-3 of the MCCS 
continuum  

• Connections of the MLP and the MCCS 
• Introduction to the Unpacking Documents 
 



The Self-Assessment 

 
 

Standards: 
The Montana Common Core Standards (MCCS) Stages of Implementation Continuum includes six stages, which 
provide comprehensive resources for school districts to self-assess readiness, create action plans, and access 
targeted resources and processes for aligning curriculum, instruction and assessment. 
www.opi.mt.gov/MontanaCommonCoreStandards 
Stage 1: The Montana Early Learning Guidelines (MELG) and/or the Montana Common 
Core Standards (MCCS) for each grade and subject area have been thoroughly studied and 
are understood.  

1    2    3    4    5 

Stage 2: Curriculum has been aligned with the MELG and/or the MCCS.   1    2    3    4    5 
Stage 2: Instructional materials are aligned with the MELG and/or the MCCS. 1    2    3    4    5 
Stage 3: Assessments are aligned with curriculum and with the MELG and/or the MCCS. 1    2    3    4    5 
Stage 4: Educators design, adapt and use evidence-based best practices to support 
effective delivery of the curriculum and assessments. 

1    2    3    4    5 

Stage 4: A comprehensive scope and sequence is communicated and aligned to the MELG 
and/or the MCCS. 

1    2    3    4    5 

Stage 4: A pacing guide outlines a consistent instructional timeline and is adhered to by all 
staff. 

1    2    3    4    5 

Stage 5: Educators engage in horizontal (e.g., grade level) and vertical (e.g., cross-grade 
level) alignment of curriculum and assessments.  

1    2    3    4    5 

Stage 6: Educators have analyzed assessment results (e.g., Smarter Balance, curriculum 
assessments, and independent progress monitoring assessments) and processes are 
established to make systematic changes based on data results. 

1    2    3    4    5 

Action Ideas for Standards: 

http://www.opi.mt.gov/MontanaCommonCoreStandards


Instruction and Intervention 
Instructional materials and content are aligned to the MELG 
and/or the MCCS.  

1    2    3    4    5 

Instructional materials and content include explicit and systematic 
instruction in reading, writing, listening, and speaking in all 
content areas. 

1    2    3    4    5 

Assessment and Data-based Decision Making 
Assessment tools and procedures align to the MELG and/or the 
MCCS. 

1    2    3    4    5 

Comprehensive assessment system includes both formative and 
summative assessments. 

1    2    3    4    5 

Professional Development 
Professional development is aligned to the MELG and/or the MCCS 
and is provided for staff across all content areas on explicit and 
systematic instruction in reading, writing, listening, and speaking. 

1    2    3    4    5 

Community and Family Involvement 
Parents and families are informed of literacy expectations outlined 
in the MELG and/or the MCCS and are updated on individual 
student progress towards meeting those expectations a minimum 
of three times per year. 

1    2    3    4    5 

The Self-Assessment 



MLP p. 12 



MCCS Stages of Implementation Continuum 



STAGE 1: AWARENESS AND UNDERSTANDING OF THE MCCS 
 

 
The Montana Common Core Standards for each grade and 
subject area have been thoroughly studied and are 
understood. 



Resources for Stage 1 







MSRP Goals and Action Plan 
Stage 1 



Stage 1 iTunes Course 



STAGES 2 & 3: ALIGNING CURRICULUM AND ASSESSMENT 
 

 
To create an alignment document that ensures alignment 
of the written, the tested and the taught/learned curricula 
through a collaborative, on-going process. 



MCCS Stages 2-3 

1 
•MCCS ELA Self-Assessment for Stages 2-3 
•Action Plan 

2 
•Elementary or Secondary Alignment Module Guide 
•Videos 

3 
•Elementary or Secondary Unpacking Documents 

4 
•Elementary or Secondary Gap Analysis 

5 
•Text-Dependent Questions 
•Close Analytic Reading 

6 
•Basal Alignment Project 







Stages 2-3 
Simple Explanation 







Stages 2-3 iTunes Course 



MSRP Goals and Action Plan 
Stages 2-3 



Quick Wins 

 
CRISS 



Reading: Foundational Standards                                                                                           
Unpacking the MCCS Document: A Progression of Sub-Skills 



Unpacking the MCCS Document:  
A Progression of Sub-Skills 

The Standard 

Unpacking the Standard 

Sub-skills 

Instructional Examples 



Unpacking Documents 

• Reading Literature 
• Reading Informational 
• Reading Foundational 
• Language 
• Writing 
• Speaking and Listening 



Resources 

• www.opi.mt.gov/MontanaCommonCoreStand
ards 

• www.achievethecore.org 
• http://www.commoncoreworks.org/site/defa

ult.aspx?PageID=239 
 

http://www.opi.mt.gov/MontanaCommonCoreStandards
http://www.opi.mt.gov/MontanaCommonCoreStandards
http://www.achievethecore.org/
http://www.commoncoreworks.org/site/default.aspx?PageID=239
http://www.commoncoreworks.org/site/default.aspx?PageID=239


Planning Time 

• Create a goal with action steps directly related 
to the MCCS.  

• Goals are pulled from your MSRP self-
assessment. 
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